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 August 7, 2012 
 
 
To:   Bernards Township Committee 
 
Subject: Annual Report for Deer Biological Year 2012 
 
 
For analysis and reporting purposes we use a Deer Biological Year (DBY) that begins on 
April 1 and ends on March 31.  This report is for DBY 2012 that ended this past March.  It 
covers the 2011-2012 hunting season and related activities and events.   
 
 
Deer Harvest:  In September 2011 the Township Committee authorized two private hunting 
groups to hunt on thirty-two (32) tracts owned by Bernards Township, and county officials 
did the same for three (3) tracts owned by Somerset County.  The two groups are Whitetail 
Solution (WS) and Bernards Township Protective Association (BTPA).   WS uses archery 
only and BTPA uses both archery and firearms.  Hunting group members are all certified 
(every two years) by licensed firearms and archery instructors/testers and the hunting 
program is supervised by a member of the Bernards Township Police Department (Sgt. Eric 
Geleta).  All hunting was in accordance with regulations for regular sport hunting 
promulgated by the NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife (NJF&W), except for the extended 
season described below. 
 
The number of tracts has increased, but the general practice described above has been 
followed since the 2003-2004 season. 
 
The regular sport hunting season ran from September 10, 2011, thru February 18, 2012.  A 
Community Based Deer Management Plan (CBDMP) approved by NJF&W authorized 
hunting by WS and BTPA on public lands for an additional six weeks thru March 31, 2012.  
Note that the extended season authorization did not apply to private lands.       
 
Hunting results for the past two seasons are in the table below.   
 

Quantity of Harvested Deer in DBY 2012 2011 
By BTPA and WS on public lands 286 334 
By BTPA and WS on private lands 71 73 
Total for BTPA and WS 357 407 
By other hunters on private lands 17 29 
Total for season reported by NJF&W 374 436 
Deer harvested in extended season (in above) 14 40 

 



 
 
 
 
The harvest by our two authorized organizations was 12% lower this past year than the year 
before.  There follow some factors that may have affected overall results, either to increase 
the harvest or to reduce it. 
 
 We made increasing use of the 150-foot rule that was implemented for the first time in 

DBY 2011.  This allows archery hunting as close as 150-feet from an occupied building.  
Without this change the minimum distance was 450 feet for archery. This is still the 
minimum distance for firearms. 

   
 A new reporting system was implemented in January 2012.  It allows a hunter to phone in 

a kill to NJF&W from the hunting location.  The prior rule required the hunter to 
transport the deer to an official tagging station, resulting in a great loss of hunting time.    
This new rule should be very helpful going forward. 

 
 The "winter" months were very mild this past season.  March 2012 was the warmest 

March on record.  There was little snow.  Deer could comfortably browse at night and 
were less active during the day.  In contrast, the 2010-2011 season was cold with snow on 
the ground for most of January thru March.  These conditions produced more day-time 
deer activity and shooting opportunities than in the 2011-2012 season. 

    
 This was probably the most important reason for the reduced harvest. 
 
 Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease [EHD] infected and killed many deer in our area.  This 

reduced the overall deer population and hunting opportunities.             
 

Sick, dying, and dead deer are not pleasant to see, but EHD poses no health risk to 
humans.   

 
Deer-Vehicle Collisions:  Some deer are injured or killed in deer-vehicle collisions on 
public roads.  Our local police report all those that are found dead on roads in the township, 
except for I78 and I287.  We have kept careful records of these "roadkills" since DBY 2001. 
 
The attached chart shows the results by DBY.  The count for DBY 2012 is 89.  This is 69% 
below the count of 289 for the base year DBY 2001    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Program Costs and Venison Donation:  Costs for the past season are in the table below. 
   

Expenses for 2011-2012 Season Costs 
Printing $325 
Postage $7 
Advertising $43 
Miscellaneous supplies 0 
Trail cameras, SD cards, batteries $22 
Police overtime $3,423 
Committee secretary $1,211 
Disposal $1,514 
Deer feed $4,996 
Deer butchering $6,580 
Deer hunter/Agent fees $2,625 
Total expenses $20,747 
Total deer culled on public and private land 357 deer 
Average cost per deer $58 

  
 
The average cost for 407 deer in the prior season was $54. 
 
The butchering line item above is for 94 deer that were donated to food banks at a unit 
butchering cost of $70.  With an average venison yield estimated to be 40 pounds per deer, 
the contribution of venison to the needy was 3,760 pounds. 
 
 
CBDMP:  We propose to submit a new CBDMP for the coming year.  We will again request 
an extended season from mid February thru end of March 2013. 
  
 
Wrapup:  We believe our deer program continues to make progress in reducing the deer 
population and the harmful impacts of deer.   
 
We thank the Township Committee for its continued support. 
 
Submitted for the Deer Management Advisory Committee by 
   
Bill Allen, Chair 

 


